
Sermon 
Sunday August 10, 2014. 
Blessed are the Peacemakers Week 3.THREE: 
 

Not all conflict is bad or wrong - always focus on GRACE. 
 
Colossians 3:12-17   

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 

one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 

you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 

from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him. 

John 17:1-11   

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you 

granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 

given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me 

to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 

world began. 

6 “I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 

gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you 

have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they 

accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you 

sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, 

for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 

through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of[b] your name, the name you gave 

me, so that they may be one as we are one.  

MEDIA FILE      Why Not? (4min. 20sec) 

The thought of conflict between people being not only a matter of right but or doing right is 

quite foreign to our culture. You don’t hear of people doing things to do right but to get what 

they believe to their rights.  

That anyone who has been wronged would simply give up their moral and legal right to exact 

their fair share of compensation for the wrong done against them for some greater good is 

very difficult for our legal system, our peer group, and sometime our families to deal with. 

When you are wronged you should expect compensation. When someone threatens your 

rights, you have the right to fight them.  

The thought of someone intentionally paying for right, rather than defending their rights is a 

rare jewel indeed.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A1-11+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26766a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A1-11+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26771b


And yet, here we are, people who have had the Righteous One perfect and holy declaring us 

all guilty and then willingly removing the law suit over our heads by taking on all of our 

idolatry, rejection of his Word and our inattention and affection for our loving Creator God 

into himself and paying its price not in cash or credit or by selling off the farm, but in his own 

blood. His life for right. His life for our rightness with him.  

“The fairy god-mother came down from the clouds and big bear came out of the woods” – 

but he is no fairy tale or imaginary friend – his the Judge and the Healer of our souls. 

Friends, reconciliation is not possible if all we are concerned about is the money, getting our 

piece of the pie or defending our rights. It is not about the money or winning and losing or 

power or controlling others. Peacemaking starts in the heart of a person who knows they are 

guilty of biting the hand that feeds them in great disrespect. And yet by God’s underserved 

love in Christ has had the death sentence who dropped because he paid – when he did not 

have to by rights. He pays all costs for my freedom, joy and life at peace with him, and I am 

not the angry, dejected, scared man I used to be. Now I am made holy and acceptable by 

the only one who is truly holy and righteous and perfectly good. 

As we live now in the new country – the country of the dead men made alive again – the 

peacemaking territory of the Prince of Peace, with that heart of freedom and thanks we 

Christian approach conflict very differently than most.  

So far in the journey of becoming more confident and more committed to working for peace 

in our relationships we have heard about the bible’s way of dealing with inevitable conflict 

between people.  

We heard that a critical attitude the bible urges us to take into any misunderstanding, 

difference of opinion or competition with others, is the attitude that conflict is an 

opportunity, rather than something we have to run away from by denying or fight back by 

assaulting those with whom we are experiencing conflict.  

So, we hear Jesus praying for us – that we be one, and we hear these words of the Apostle 

Paul urging us to “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace…and 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Our way of dealing with misunderstanding, difference and competitiveness is very different 

to the way those without faith in God’s grace in Jesus deal with conflict.  

And the beginning of it all is to trust that Jesus our peacemaker is with us in that conflict and 

that because he is with us conflict can truly be an opportunity.  

So what opportunity does conflict bring into our lives as disciples of Jesus? 

Number one is that any misunderstanding, difference of opinion or goals or over 

competitiveness bring with it the opportunity for God’s good name to be acknowledge 

and praised. Conflict can be the opportunity to give all the glory for all the good things God 

gives to God.  

We give glory to God as we show him honour, speak well of him and tell the story of who we 

are in Jesus in the situation – not as goody two shoes people but as forgiven and loved 

people of His.  

And how? 



1. Trust his Word and his gifts of grace over our own learnt and practiced “old Adam” 

ways of dealing with conflict – denying, hiding, fighting…. 

2. Use the 10 commandments for what they are – a guide on God’s will for how we treat 

him and each other, rather than being our own little gods doing whatever we think is 

right. 

3. Imitate Jesus as we hear him in his teaching, his life, his suffering for us, rather than 

imitating others, or pleasing others… 

 

Number two: conflict gives you and I the opportunity to actually serve other people. As 

Jesus emptied himself of all rights and privileges he had every right to, taking the very form a 

servant, even to the point of death on a cross, so we take the conflict opportunity as an 

opportunity to come at the person and the conflict “from below” in the posture of a servant.  

We can even say that conflict is God’s opportunity to teach us and lead as and make us 

more like his Son because we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28) 

Friends, we have been called. We have been gathered and we have been lit up by the 

mighty resurrection to new life that Jesus gives by his qword as we hear, eat it, drink it and 

are emersed in it often. 

We can throw our rights away and sometime money with it but we are unwise to throw away 

a good conscience before our loving heavenly Father. That is the pearl of great price that we 

cling to and seek with all our might.  

Even if rights are on your side; even if you have every right to seek payment or moral victory 

over another, we are able in the freedom of Jesus to go for more than right – we are enabled 

to go for peace between us.  

 

 

 


