
Sermon — Sunday 3rd August 

“The Slippery Slope”  - Pastor Robert Voigt 

A few years ago I was doing some work for St Vincent d’Paul “Fred’s Van”.  

They used to feed the hungry people and the homeless in Adelaide.  One 

night when I was getting organized on the street, a guy came along who was 

drunk, and clearly high on drugs.  He walked up to me and put a knife to my 

throat.  I remember that very well!  In fact my memory puts it all in slow 

motion.  I could have made a few different choices.  I could have run away 

and maybe been cut.  I could have grabbed his hand and struggled with him 

and fought him, but if I did that I may not have been able to overcome him 

as people on drugs can be very strong, stronger than they normally would be.  What I did do was put my hand in 

my pockets and just stood there.  That wasn’t that smart either you know, as he could have with only one 

movement cut me or killed me. 

 

That whole scenario encapsulates for me how we respond to conflict.  There are three things that I could have 

done.  All three choices could be bad.  The whole point of dealing with this process of resolving conflict and how 

we respond to conflict is not to say that if you do steps 1,2,3 & 4 you will automatically overcome conflict and 

everything will be fine.  That is not the way it works.  The whole thing though, is that as people of God, we know 

that the way we deal with conflict will have an impact on how well we tell the story about Jesus out there in the 

community.  How well you and I deal with conflict amongst each other will say something to the wider community 

about our witness and our relationship with Jesus.  The way you deal with one another as husband and wife, 

parents and children, brothers and sisters, friends, how you deal with people in your neighbourhood and wider 

community will say something about you and your relationship with Jesus. 

 

Therefore as we talk about how we respond to conflict we would not be trying to tall you that things will just be 

fine but rather we are trying to say to you what the scripture is saying.  That as far as it is possible, we do what we 

know God would want us to do.  We do what we believe reflects the love of Jesus in our lives and His love for 

others.   

The apostle Paul wrote this text— Galatians 5:13-16 

For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters.  But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your 

sinful nature.  Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.  For the whole law can be summed up in this 

one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  But if you are always biting and devouring one another, watch 

out!  Beware of destroying one another.  So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives.  Then you won’t be doing what 

your sinful nature craves. Instead use your freedom to serve one another in love. 

The Apostle Peter puts it another way:  1 Peter 2: 16 

Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover up for evil; live as servants (slaves) of God. 

 

In all of this as we look at the whole process of conflict, we understand that we come with the attitude of a servant 

and not of a master, that we come with an attitude of someone who becomes lovingly the servant of the person, 

rather than “I am your Lord and master and you will do whatever I say”.  It is not about one person being holy and 

right and the other person being wholly wrong.  It is rather the issue of how does God want us to deal with what is 

normal in our daily lives - disagreements that can become conflicts.   

 



We sometimes think of ourselves as the ones that do the right things and it is the other people who are wrong.  In 

the movie clip we watched the guy wanted to talk about repentance so that his wife could repent.  It was only 

when he understood that when repentance starts with him that they were able to start talking and dealing with 

the real issues in their lives. 
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We are not trying to give you a list of points to follow, but rather that this is something that gets into your DNA.  

Something that when you are confronted with a situation that can either become a simple disagreement or can 

become a conflict, that you actually stop and think— Do I open my mouth or not? And what will I say?  How will I 

respond to this?  Will I raise my fist in anger?  Will I speak words that will inflame and make things far worse? Or 

will I honestly try to hear what the person is saying.  Will I honestly try to respond in a way that will reflect 

something of my love for that person and of God’s love for us both. 

Taking a look at the above diagram. 

When there is conflict it is easy to deny it—to refuse to acknowledge that there is any problem.  Stick our head in 

the sand. 

Run away—this never works because it never gets rid of the problem just delays the need to deal with it.  In this 

country we have the highest rate of suicide  in the world (men in the particular, 18-45 year olds).  That is the 

ultimate extreme in flight away from troubles and issues that we don’t want to face. 

On the other side of the slippery slope is assault—to fight, to walk up to someone and be in their face.  Have you 

ever been in conflict with someone and they are in your face.  I walk backwards because it is frightening to actually 

face people who physically want to fight you, who act aggressively, almost as though they want to hurt you. 

Litigation— to sue people, take them to court.  While you may get justice according to the law you can’t go to the 

court and get justice according to God. 

The final extreme is murder. 

In the middle we have a response to conflict to overlook.  99.9% of all issues should be dealt with in this way.  To 

overlook, take it not seriously enough that you would want to do anything more.  What is important in this is that 

you need to genuinely overlook.  Quite likely we may tend to think we can’t be bothered going there. We will end 

up fighting.  Too much effort.  I can’t be bothered - That is not what this means. 



Overlook means, I recognise it for what it is, I am annoyed, I’m upset, I’m this, I’m that, I forgive it, I move on. 

Anything less than that and this isn’t what overlook means.  It means to forgive.  Slow to anger. 

If you can’t do that then you need to work it through.  Sit down, talk together and reconcile.  Most things should be 

able to be reconciled if we talk to each other,  It’s one of those things that even husbands and wives many times go 

silent rather than talk.  Just don’t want to talk about it because we don’t want to make it worse—so you say 

nothing.  But that is not reconciliation.  It is only when we get over that stage and we talk that we then understand 

each other.  Then we don’t go through a process of  “I forgive you” and “You forgive me” but we go “aha’ I 

understand you.  I don’t have to agree with you but I understand you and then we can move on, reconcile. 

Or, if that doesn’t work we have to spend a bit more time talking and negotiating and begin to understand, What 

can you live with? And what can I live with?  Where’s the middle ground?  How can we work this out together so 

that I don’t get everything I want and you don’t get everything you want but we can live with what we can get 

together. 

If that doesn’t work you get someone else to help you.  Someone to mediate.  I love the saying “An ounce of 

mediation saves a pound of arbitration, and a tonne of litigation”.  It is sad that so often, even Christians omit this 

as a possible outcome. 

Adjudication—  In a text we may hear in a couple of weeks.   If you have a problem with someone, you go to them 

on your own. If they don’t listen, you take witnesses, it they don’t listen you take them to the congregation.  We 

always thought that meant the congregation kicks them out.  It doesn’t , it means the congregation actually 

appoints people who become the adjudicators who sit down and make the final decision before you ever go to 

court.  And that your fellow Christians make that decision. 

 

Accountabilty—It is really important that we are accountable for our actions.  There is no point saying “You made 

me do that”, 

“You made me say that”  “If you hadn’t have got me mad, I wouldn’t have gone on and said what I did.  You 

wouldn’t have got me to make that statement that I am really sorry I made now, but it was your fault.” 

It is rather taking the time to consider that I am responsible before God for my actions and my words, and what I 

say and what I do has a huge impact on any conflict that we have with others. 

In all of this Paul says: “Let the Holy Spirit guide your lives”,  He’s not talking about “let the Holy Spirit make the 

decisions for you.”  That’s why we need this process of reconciliation in our DNA so that it’s a part of how we deal 

with conflict.  It’s one of the things that we automatically try to do.  So that God is honoured and we can proclaim 

the gospel without shame and not through a bad witness. You know that we are forgiven, you know that God loves 

us, you know God sent his son at a time when there was a dividing wall of hostility between him and us,  When our 

sin separated us from him.  It was while we were sinners that Jesus died for us. 

God doesn’t say—”I demand my way!”  Rather he came and said “my son will do everything that I demand of you”.  

“My Son fulfils my justice and my righteousness and he offers his love” and so we live by grace, every single day.  

The grace that we receive from Jesus is the grace that we need to give to others.  The answer that Jesus gave to 

conflict of dying in our place, of serving us is the response that he wants us to have as we give ourselves in service 

to others.  As we face the issues of being human and living with human people day after day.  The whole point of 

reconciliation is that we are all living in this amazing grace. 

And the peace of God which surpasses all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto 

life eternal. 

Amen. 


