
  

  

Longing  
for the  

 Advent dawn     

A way to be interrupted daily by God this Advent 



HOW DO I BE INTERRUPTED BY GOD? 

 Purpose to let the Lord interrupt your days of Advent as you make all preparations for 

Christmas.  

 Find a regular place. 

 Find a regular time. 

 Find God’s interruption for the days of Advent…. 

  

  

 1. As the dark awaits the dawn, 

   so we await your light. 

Star of promise, scatter night, 

loving bright, loving bright,  

‘till shades of fear are gone. 

  

 2. As the blue expectant hour 

 before the silv’ring skies, 

 we long to see your day arise, 

 whole and wise, whole and wise, 

bright  Morning Star. 

  

 3. As the moon reflects the sun 

 until the night’s decrease, 

 may we your healing light release, 

 living peace, living peace, 

 onto your holy dawn. 

  

4. Shine your future on this place, 

 enlighten ev’ry guest, 

 that through us stream your holiness, 

 bright and blest, bright and blest; 

 come dawn, O Sun of grace. 

  
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953 

Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 

Sunday, December 1 
“As the Dark Awaits the Dawn,” Stanza 1 

“As the dark awaits the dawn, 

so we await your light. 

O Star of promise, scatter night, 

loving bright, loving bright, 

till shades of fear are gone.” 

  

It is an increasingly rare experience these days to find oneself immersed in enough darkness 

to be able to see the stars in the sky. Although, on a clear night in Nuriootpa, it is more 

possible than down in the city.  

  

But, more and more of us live in cities and towns where bright lights shine 24/7 upon our 

streets and buildings. In our homes, the glare of computer screens and personal electronic 

devices reflect on our faces as we keep ourselves busy with both work and play.  

  

We may hope these lights would shield us from experiencing darkness where fears and 

anxieties reside, but they also often keep us from seeing the Advent Star of promise. As we 



enter this season of Advent, we are invited to go let God interrupt us with his presence and 

promise for a time—to enter the darkness that surrounds us and await God’s coming. This 

may mean switching off some of that screen time light! 

  

May this season rekindle our deep desire for the only true light that can scatter our fears. 

  

Monday, December 2 
Psalm 130:5-7 

I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 

    and in his word I put my hope. 

6 I wait for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love 

    and with him is full redemption. 

  
Waiting rooms in the offices of doctors and walk in clinics are aptly  named. More often than 

not, patients find themselves waiting for a not-so insignificant amount of time in order to see 

a doctor or nurse. The magazines collected in those spaces provide an easy distraction to 

numb our impatience and occupy our time, inviting us to get caught up 

in the latest celebrity breakup or the latest, greatest diet craze.  

  

The psalmist also knows how to wait, but it is a kind of waiting marked not by impatience or 

mindless distraction but a waiting that generates hope and renews strength.  

  

The psalmist knows God’s word and trusts it. But this word is not only offered as a private 

consolation. The word is meant to be shared, and so the psalmist declares to the rest of the 

community—to the people of Israel—“hope in the Lord!”  

  

As we wait for the dawning of Christ’s light in our time, dwelling in God’s word renews our 

hope and gives us the confidence to declare God’s redeeming love to the world where we 

live. 

  

Tuesday, December 3 
Isaiah 64:1-4 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

    that the mountains would tremble before you! 
2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze 

    and causes water to boil, 

come down to make your name known to your enemies 

    and cause the nations to quake before you! 
3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 

    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 
4 Since ancient times no one has heard, 

    no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 

  
There is urgency in the prophet’s cry for God’s advent. Cosmic powers and principalities 

along with the warring nations of this world fight against 

God’s ways. A divine reckoning is called for. The prophet wants deliverance—and 

deliverance now— from these enemies of God! And yet the ways of God in bringing about 

redemption are unexpected. 

  

 

God certainly does awesome deeds that we could not expect. God comes to us as a child, 

a baby born in obscurity. God comes to us in the crucified body of the Messiah. Indeed, 

there is no God besides this God whose power is made perfect in weakness and who 

overcomes the forces of evil in this world with the soul-force of love. 



 

Wednesday, December 4 
Matthew 25:1-13 

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 

went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The 

foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, 

however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in 

coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 

7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the 

wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 

those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 

10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins 

who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 

11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 

12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

  
In waiting for Christ’s Advent, it is easy to get caught up in idol making and idol chasing, 

trusting the tinsel and the advertising to deliver celebration and peace. But they are so 

fleeting, like a match going out in a dark forest at night.  

  

In this parable, the five ill-prepared bridesmaids are shut out from the wedding feast and 

abandoned to the dark because they fail to keep their lamps of trust in Jesus’ word trimmed 

and burning, ready for his promised return. 

  

It is a sobering story, but it is not the final word. For it is the nature of the bridegroom to come 

to his own people who are lost in the darkness in order to bring them into the light of God’s 

presence, even if it means his undergoing the utter darkness of death. 

  

As we await, whether foolishly or wisely, Christ’s coming again, we look to the light from his 

cross that shines its power, truth and love into every darkened corner of our world and into 

the recesses of every human heart.  

In faith and hope we join our voices to the ancient Advent prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus:” 

“Come, our crucified and risen bridegroom. Come and save us soon.” 

  

Thursday, December 5 
Lamentations 3:25-26 

25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 

    to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the LORD. 

  
Waiting often seems to be a waste of our time. Whether it is standing behind a line of people 

at the checkout, being stuck in traffic in the city or anticipating test results, waiting is not a 

very appealing activity, and certainly not productive—we think... 

  

There’s a story about a group of Jewish students who were diligently preparing to become 

rabbis. Day after day they read and studied the Scriptures, poured over various 

interpretations of the law and prayed regularly together and on their own. One day their 

teacher told them, “Full experiences of God can never be planned or achieved. They are 

spontaneous 

moments of grace, almost accidental.” His students couldn’t believe what they were 

hearing. One of the students asked, “Rabbi, if experiencing God is just accidental, why do 

we work so hard doing all these spiritual practices?” The Rabbi replied, “So that we may be 

as accident-prone as possible.” 

  

 



Through our community worship and prayer that accompany the season of Advent, we are 

making ourselves as accident-prone as possible to the coming of God in our life and 

relationships. 

  

Friday, December 6 
Revelation 22:12-13; 20 

12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person 

according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 

Last, the Beginning and the End. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am 

coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  
Advent marks both a beginning and an end. It begins the church year as a season of 

preparation for all the festivities that surround the commemoration of Christ’s birth. More 

significantly, Advent also anticipates Christ’s coming again in glory.  

  

The theologian Paul Tillich once preached that “our time is a time of waiting … waiting for 

the breaking in of eternity. All time runs forward. All time, 

both history and in personal life, is expectation.” 

  

Advent is a season of longing, waiting expectantly for eternity—for the fullness of the reign of 

God to break in to our lives now. And so we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Yes, “Come, Jesus 

into my relationships and my job and school and home and town now….”. 

  

Saturday, December 7 
Psalm 27:1-2; 13-14 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation— 

    whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 

    of whom shall I be afraid? 

2 When the wicked advance against me to devour me, 

it is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall. 
13 I remain confident of this: 

    I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the LORD;  be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

This song of confident praise stirs the heart: Be of good courage! This is no sugar sweet tune 

based on wishful thinking but a melody arising 

from the land of the living that captures us with its beauty and passion.  

As we learn to sing this song, we learn what it means to wait with expectant hope, trusting in 

God’s deliverance not as some future event off in the distance, but living with an awareness 

of God’s caring presence with us right now in our daily work and worship.  

  

God, our Emmanuel, is always ready to come to us.  He gathers us, calls us and enlightens us 

continuously as we gather around his holy Word and his Holy meal together in Jesus’ name. 

he comes with us when we leave worship and head into our work and home and school. In 

this season of Advent, may this song of courage and hope cultivate within us open hearts to 

God’s presence and activity in our places. 

  
Sunday, December 8 
“As the Dark Awaits the Dawn,” Stanza 2 

“As the blue expectant hour 

before the silv’ring skies, 

we long to see your day arise, 

whole and wise, whole and wise, 

O brighter Morning Star.” 

  
The alarm was set for an earlier than usual wake up time. The reason was simple: to see the 

sun rise over Lake Eyre when it was in full flood.  

 



What is it about a sunrise that has such a powerful draw upon us that we would drive 

1000km’s and sacrifice sleep and the comfort of a bed in order to witness it with our very 

eyes? 

  
I am reminded of the litany at the beginning of Morning Prayer: “The steadfast love of the 

Lord never ceases. His mercy never comes to an end. They are Lord’s unfailing love and 

mercies never cease. They are new every morning.” The certainty of the sunrise each and 

every day is a simple reminder of the confidence we have in God’s steadfast love and 

mercy.  

  

Yet our longing to see the dawning of the day of Jesus’ redemption and completion of his 

great mission to draw all things into his loving presence when God’s reign of shalom will be 

established on earth as in heaven keeps us always on the lookout. 

  

Monday, December 9 
Psalm 80:1-3 

1 Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 

    you who lead Joseph like a flock. 

You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 

    shine forth 2 before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

Awaken your might; 

    come and save us. 

3 Restore us, O God; 

    make your face shine on us, 

    that we may be saved. 

  
Henri Nouwen, a prolific writer of Christian spirituality, described prayer as requiring us to 

“stand in God’s presence with open hands, naked and vulnerable, proclaiming to ourselves 

and to others that without God we can do nothing.”  

In the opening lines of Psalm 80, the people of Israel 

plead before God to “stir up your might and come to save us.” At its core this plea to God is 

indeed prayer.  

  

We, though, are loathed to ask for help and certainly would not want to come off as too 

needy and dependent upon God. Instead, our inclination is to marshal our own resources. If 

and when they run out, we believe that we can always call on God as a last ditch effort. 

Truth be told, genuine prayer— admitting our reliance upon God’s strength—is not the easy 

way out. In fact, it takes great courage to face our brokenness and our deep need for God’s 

deliverance. Advent is about God interrupting our self-reliance and offering his support and 

forgiveness in that infant so lowly.  

  

Tuesday, December 10 
Isaiah 40:9-11 

9 You who bring good news to Zion, 

    go up on a high mountain. 

You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 

    lift up your voice with a shout, 

lift it up, do not be afraid; 

    say to the towns of Judah, 

    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 

    and he rules with a mighty arm. 

See, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

    He gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart; 

    he gently leads those that have young. 

  



All those who suffer from disease or despair, lift up your eyes to the hills and try and find help 

there in those high places The prophet of the Lord is sent by God to the highest mountain to 

raise his voice and announce words of comfort and hope: “Do not fear; God is here in our 

midst.”  

  

While these words echo from above, God is down on the ground, lovingly 

and tenderly caring for all God’s hurting children. Like a concerned shepherd on the lookout 

for the least and the lost, God searches out those who are distressed and discouraged, 

gathers them up in God’s loving embrace, and carries them through the dark valleys of life.  

We may be too tired or discouraged to long for God’s promised coming into our heart and 

home this Advent, but the prophet assures us that God’s longing for us never ceases. We are 

ever held in the embrace of God’s love. We have never been unloved.  

  

Wednesday, December 11 
Luke 1:46-55 

46 And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

48 for he has been mindfulof the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—   holy is his name. 

50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 

51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 

52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

    but has lifted up the humble. 

53 He has filled the hungry with good things 

    but has sent the rich away empty. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel,  remembering to be merciful 

55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

    just as he promised our ancestors.” 

  
Mary’s song is no gentle lullaby of an expectant mother, but a revolutionary anthem that 

shouts out for God’s reign of justice and mercy. To be sure, the song expresses her joyful 

response to God’s visitation and the mighty promise of what God is doing in and through her.  

  

But it is also a song that rejoices in the coming reign of God that will undo 

business as usual in a world where power, wealth and social status call the shots. With a 

prophet’s boldness, Mary sings this song in an occupied land where daily the marginalized 

and oppressed struggle to survive. 

  

Her son, Jesus, learned this tenacious lullaby well as he went out from his home to preach the 

coming reign of God. And now this song has been handed down to us. As we carry this tune 

into the communities where we live throughout the world, we join our voices with Mary and 

Jesus in singing our hope for God’s reign of justice and mercy. 

 

 Thursday, December 12 
John 1:19-23 

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders[a] in Jerusalem sent priests 

and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I 

am not the Messiah.” 
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?” 
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:19-23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26064a


 In religious art, wherever John the Baptist and Jesus appear in the same painting, you can 

almost guarantee that John the Baptist will be portrayed with his index finger extended, 

pointing at Jesus. 

  

That’s who John is. He’s a witness, always pointing to Jesus. John is very clear about who he is 

and who he’s not. “I am not the Messiah. … I am not Elijah. … I am the voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord’” (John 1:20-23). 

  

John’s job description as one who points to Jesus is also our job description as Christians. We 

are called to be witnesses to Christ, testifying to the world how God has come to us in the 

flesh to bring peace, reconciliation and hope.  

  

As Christians, we are always to be on the lookout for any sign or piece of 

evidence pointing to how God in Christ is present in the world. And whenever we see these 

signs and evidence, we point to them for all the world to see. 

  

Friday, December 13 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

14 Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! 

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, 

    he has turned back your enemy. 

The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; 

    never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem, 

“Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; 

    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 

    but will rejoice over you with singing.” 

  
Recent studies have demonstrated the powerful physical and mental benefits of singing. 

Singing boosts oxygen levels in the blood and lowers levels of stress and anxiety. Singing 

together with a group increases a sense of belonging and community. One study even 

compared the benefits of singing in a choir to a kind of group yoga that brought a calming 

effect to all participants as they synchronized their breath and sound. 

  

This time of year, songs abound. Whether singing carols in our local town somewhere or 

coming together for worship, we find ourselves singing along.  

  

According to the prophet Zephaniah, we aren’t the only ones who love to sing. God, too, 

joins in with full voice, exulting over us with loud singing.  

 

What are the health benefits when God adds the divine voice to our song? Our freedom 

and joy in trusting our lives to the God who is with us and for us. We experience divine music 

therapy that brings healing and comfort to our weary souls and restores our identity as God’s 

beloved ones. 

  

Saturday, December 14 
Psalm 63:1-7 

1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; 

I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, 

in a dry and parched land where there is no water. 

2 I have seen you in the sanctuary 

    and beheld your power and your glory. 

3 Because your love is better than life, 

    my lips will glorify you. 

4 I will praise you as long as I live, 

    and in your name I will lift up my hands. 



5 I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; 

    with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 

6 On my bed I remember you; 

    I think of you through the watches of the night. 

7 Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. 

 

The singing continues. In Psalm 63 we have a song of desire: “O God, you are my God, I seek 

you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you.” The Jesuit priest and author, James Martin, 

has described Advent as the season of desire because it is a time when we are 

“encouraged to  wait, to anticipate, to expect, to long, to hope—in short, to desire.”  

  

To speak of desire could make us uncomfortable. It may sound too carnal or selfish. But the 

desire that marks Advent is a desire created and formed by God—a longing for 

reconciliation, a hope for peace and an expectation of justice.  

  

Most of all, Advent nurtures our deep desire for God’s presence in our lives. The words of 

Augustine ring true: “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you, O Lord.” In these days of 

desire, may we come to know more deeply our longing for God as we await the coming of 

Christ. 

  

Sunday, December 15 
“As the Dark Awaits the Dawn,” Stanza 3 

“As the moon reflects the sun 

until the night’s decrease, 

may we your healing light release, 

living peace, living peace, 

unto your holy dawn.” 

  
In Psalm 19 we read that the “heavens declare the glory of God.” This is creation’s good and 

true purpose—to glorify God through its very existence. 

  

As part of this good creation, we too are called to glorify God by living in accordance with 

God’s vision of shalom. Wherever a spirit of forgiveness 

and reconciliation breaks through and restores a relationship that has been broken for so 

long, we glorify the One who is the face of God’s love. 

  

Wherever a spirit of peace reigns by putting an end to a vicious cycle of payback and 

revenge, we glorify the Prince of Peace. Wherever a spirit of hope sheds light into the darkest 

and bleakest of situations, we 

glorify the Light of the World.  

  

As we continue our waiting and longing for the Advent dawn, may our lives reflect the holy 

and healing light of Christ’s presence in this world. 

  

Monday, December 16 
Isaiah 2:2-5 

2 In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 

    as the highest of the mountains; 

it will be exalted above the hills, 

    and all nations will stream to it. 

3 Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

4 He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into ploughshares 



    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. 

5 Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

  
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob” (Isaiah 

2:3). The prophet Isaiah declares Zion to be the destination for all nations and people as they 

stream toward God’s holy place. There they are schooled in the ways of the Lord.  

  

The first school project has the people turning their swords into shovels and their spears into 

hoes. This is a vision of perfect peace that Isaiah describes for us, a time when instruments of 

death are turned into implements for life and when nations no longer study war anymore. 

  

The prophet’s words are still compelling. They are so expressive of our deepest yearnings that 

they have found their way into the public square as a vision for all God’s children.  

  

Thousands of years later, this dream of God remains alive in war memorials, churches and 

public conversation. This Advent, may we learn ever more deeply God’s ways of peace for 

our families, ourselves and our community. 

  

Tuesday, December 17 
Romans 13:11-14 

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to 

wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 

believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the 

deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the 

daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 

not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 

  
The Advent season sounds the alarm with a wake up call to prepare ourselves for the return 

of Christ. 

  

No more hitting the snooze button! The message of Advent insists that the first step in getting 

ready for our Saviour is to wake up and stay awake. 

We are actually quite good at staying awake. On average, we sleep fewer hours than 

people did a century ago. Caffeine, work, entertainment and just plain overall busyness 

keep us awake.  

  

But it is not simply a matter of staying awake; rather, as the Apostle Paul reminds us, we are 

called to be awake to God and God’s work of freeing and sending us as his witnesses to our 

world.  

We can stay awake by keeping busy and being distracted, but are we awake to God? Are 

we spiritually alive?  

Brené Brown, the American scholar and writer from the University of Houston Graduate 

College of Social Work, has observed that we (Americans) are “the most in-debt, obese, 

addicted and medicated adult cohort in U.S. history.” Us Aussies are not too far removed 

from this. We may be awake, but have we numbed ourselves to being fully alive? Christ 

comes to rouse us and share with us the abundant life that only God can give. 

  

Wednesday, December 18 
Matthew 1:18-23 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 

to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 

pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 

and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 

quietly. 

  
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, 



and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 

will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 

“God with us”). 

  
When it comes to telling the Christmas story, Joseph often seems to be standing on the 

sidelines while Mary, the baby Jesus, the shepherds and even the angels receive most of the 

attention in pageants and carols.  

Even the account of Christ’s birth from Joseph’s perspective as found in the Gospel of 

Matthew gets little airtime on Christmas Eve. Why? Perhaps because it’s so very ordinary.  

  

In Matthew’s account there’s no real dramatic or spectacular moment—no starry skies filled 

with angels singing praises to God while open-mouthed shepherds in the fields look up in fear 

and amazement. Rather, 

in a very matter-of-fact way, Matthew tells a story of ordinary people facing decisions 

involving their religious traditions and laws, their relationship and their community. 

  

This is the power and beauty of Emmanuel, “God with us.” The birth of Jesus, our Emmanuel, 

means God’s full and complete immersion into human life. 

  

God meets us in the ordinary places and situations of life, even in its complicated and 

sometimes messy details. Everyday human existence has now become the arena for God’s 

ongoing presence and activity. 

  

In what ordinary acts and places will God’s presence be made known among us this day? 

  

Thursday, December 19 
Philippians 4:4-7 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident 

to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

“Rejoice always!” declares Paul. In rejoicing we give witness to the joy that is at the heart of 

our Christian faith. Rejoicing, though, is not easy when joy seems to be in short supply.  

  

We live at a time where there is a desperate need for joy: a planet in crisis due to global 

warming, ever-widening economic disparities, threats and acts of terror and wars that 

continue to rage. The list could go on 

and on. How can we rejoice in a time such as this? Should we even rejoice in the midst of this 

world of pain? 

Genuine Christian joy is not something we can create or manufacture. It is not a goal to be 

pursued. 

  

Surprising, unexplainable, unpredictable joy is related to the act of intercession of which Paul 

speaks. Joy is deeply connected with sharing in the 

pain of others. 

  

Friday, December 20 
Hebrews 10:23-25 

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And 

let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 

giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

  
The 12th century monk, Bernard of Clairvaux, noted in one of his sermons that the coming of 

Christ is threefold.  



First, Advent marks his past coming in Bethlehem. Second, Advent looks ahead to Christ’s 

future coming at the end of time. Third, Christ also comes to us in the present, coming to us in 

spirit and power as God’s love is poured into our hearts.  

  

Our reading from Hebrews describes for us a picture of how Christ comes to us now: in the 

gathered community that is fed by the Word of God, sustained by prayer and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to acts of love and mercy. Later, in Chapter 13, these acts of love and 

mercy take on 

greater specificity: “Let mutual love continue. … Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers … Remember those who are in prison … (and) those who are being tortured” 

(Hebrews 13:1-3).  

As we receive Christ’s Advent, may we continue to encourage one another in “love and 

good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24). 

  

Saturday, December 21 
Luke 1:67-79 

67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

    because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 

69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

    in the house of his servant David 

70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 

71 salvation from our enemies 

    and from the hand of all who hate us— 

72 to show mercy to our ancestors 

    and to remember his holy covenant, 

73     the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 

74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 

    and to enable us to serve him without fear 

75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation 

    through the forgiveness of their sins, 

78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 

79 to shine on those living in darkness 

    and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

  

Apparently in the US, Christian congregations in recent years, have been holding Longest 

Night services on or around December 21, the longest night of the year  in the northern 

hemisphere. While this time of year is often marked by the joy and festivities of Christmas, 

many are obviously left in the shadows. Many Aussie feel this way in what we now calling the 

“Blue Christmas” season where disconnected and lonely people find Christmas anything but 

joyful.  

  

Perhaps it is a deep anguish over a lost or broken relationship or the burden of poor health. It 

may be the anxiety caused by unemployment and financial stress or the isolation brought on 

by depression or addiction. Those living in life’s shadows find this season of merriment a 

difficult and painful time. 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Zechariah announced that with the coming of the promised 

Saviour “… the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in 

darkness…” (Luke 1:78- 79).  

  

Christ our Saviour has brought the living light into the world, a light no darkness can 

overcome. Wherever we may find ourselves on this longest 

night, may the light of Christ shine brightly upon and within us. 

  



Sunday, December 22 
“As the Dark Awaits the Dawn,” Stanza 4 

“Shine your future on this place, 

enlighten ev’ry guest, 

that through us stream your holiness, 

bright and blest, bright and blest; 

come dawn, O Sun of grace.” 

  
We learn to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” The 

birth of Jesus the Christ marks the beginning of God’s reign coming fully on earth as in 

heaven. In Christ, God has chosen to dwell with us—to make a home among us.  

  

We are guests in this household, welcomed by God’s gracious and divine hospitality. The 

birth of Christ was just the beginning. Through his life, death and resurrection, we have been 

made full members of God’s household, forgiven, redeemed and beloved children.  

  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, 

 “In Christ we are offered the possibility of partaking in the reality of  God and in the 

reality of  the world, but not in the one without the  other.”  

  

Monday, December 23 
Revelation 22:1-5 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. 

On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its 

fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No 

longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, 

and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads.  
5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the 

sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign forever and ever. 

  
“O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.” These words of the beloved Christmas carol call 

to mind the birth of Jesus and the shepherds who followed the star in the dark of night, 

searching for this newborn baby whom they would worship and adore. 

  

In this act of worship, we glimpse a foretaste of the eternal life of worship to come. In the 

heavenly city of God, all of God’s children, redeemed citizens of this holy city, will gather 

around the throne of God and of the Lamb to offer their worship and praise. 

  

The face they see will not be the face of a newborn but the face of our crucified and risen 

Lord. In this holy city, God’s presence banishes all darkness. Tears are wiped away; broken 

lives are made whole; God’s creation is redeemed and restored. There is no more night, for 

the glorious dawn is ever present. 

  
In Christ, our eternal home and our lives as God’s holy people called to love and serve our 

neighbour perfectly intersect. 

  

Tuesday, December 24 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

    and every garment rolled in blood 



will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

  
Giving birth is an incredibly hopeful, incredibly messy and very human activity. What does it 

say about our God that God chose to redeem all of 

creation through this most fundamental of all human activities? 

  

It has been said that the most hopeful, courageous act of the Jewish people was to have 

children again after the Holocaust. What incredible potential is present in every new life! This 

night we sing out, “A child has been born for us.”  

  

How much more so that the Almighty God has also been born “for us”  this day as the Son is 

given to us. What inexplicable hope was God bestowing upon us in the birth of God’s Son! 

This is the pure joy of the gospel—that God in Christ is for us, and we are now Christ’s forever. 

  

Wednesday, December 25 
John 1:1-5; 14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of 

all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  

The star of promise that shone throughout the nights of Advent has now become the sun of 

grace. 

  

The dawn of Christmas has appeared. This day we celebrate our source, our light, our life, our 

desire. 

  

In Christ, the Word made flesh, we encounter the source from which all our hopes and 

dreams both originate and find their fulfilment. As we await Christ’s final advent, we continue 

to walk by faith, but we walk in the light of Christ who rightly orders our human longings and 

desires. We continue to hunger and thirst for justice.  

We continue to yearn to behold the beauty of the Lord. We continue to long for the day of 

shalom for all God’s creation. 

  

These holy desires flow through our lives as we celebrate God’s coming to dwell with us. 
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