
June 2013 | Ministry Focus and news from Pastor Adrian 

One Gospel Together 

God is truly with us at St Petri. He wants us to grow in faith in Jesus, 
love for him and each other and hope for our church’s present and 
future, of these things I have no doubt.  
 
I have no doubt God is with us and for us in this ongoing journey of 
being a local church in the Barossa because his Word tells us in many 
places that the Lord loves his bride, the church, and is bringing it to its 
fulfilment in the gospel of Jesus all the time—until the end of time. 
 
I also know that God is definitely with us because of how he is providing 
us with the people and the financial and physical resources to fully 
engage in mission in our place.  
 
He has provided all we need to fully engage in his mission to share the 
love and hope of Jesus with everyone. We have suitable individuals 
taking up staffing roles. We have suitable people coaching our 
leadership group in the ways of leading a large congregation. We have 
groups of people loving their church, each other and the Lord as they 
study the Word, meet for fellowship, and meet the needs of people in 
our community.  
 
We have the great gifts of grace poured out into our lives every time we 
gather in Jesus’ name at St Petri. Most of all we have the one true 
gospel of God’s grace, lavished upon us undeserving people in the 
cross and empty tomb and presence of the Saviour, our Lord Jesus; 
may his name be praised forever! 

    Gospel Peace.       Pastor Adrian 

Forging ahead in the gospel 

June 26 

Opening and Blessing of 
Family Centre and Schild 
House as LCC Office 

 

June 30 

Combined Service 

Admission to Lord’s Supper 

Installation of Sue Vogt as 
CAFÉ Worker 

Special General Meeting 

 

July 28 and August 4 

St Petri Directions 
workshops  

 

 

Mark Your  

Calendar 

          Focus 
St Petri  



The Scene 

Directions in  mission 2013-17 
We have embarked upon the following process by which we plan to seek the Lord on this 

question: As God’s community of the gospel, what does the Holy Spirit want us to specifically do in 

mission for the next few years? 

 We will gather around 60-70 people to begin work on this at two Sunday Afternoon gatherings 

 We will then organise 10-15 smaller group gatherings of as many St Petri people as possible 

over 6-8 weeks in August-September-October to invite comment, share current information 

and pray for God’s leading in this process. 

 We will then re-gather the larger group of 60-70 people to share what we have heard. 

 We will then appoint a working group to write a Vision Document  for presentation to the Annual 

general meeting in November.  

All the “planets are lining up” 
at St Petri. That is what it 
feels like. We are at the 
beginning of a new season of 
life and mission together.  
 
LEADERSHIP 
We now have a coach! Pastor 
Graham Harms has been 
quietly helping us to see the 
issues involved in leadership 
of a large church and we are 
better for it. We have 
embarked upon an intensive 
time of seeking the Lord’s 
specific direction on where he 
wants to lead us in his 
mission for the next 3-5 years. 
In several ways and different 
types of gatherings (large and 
small) you will be asked to 
listen and contribute to this 
question. As God’s 
community of the gospel, 
what does the Holy Spirit 
want us to specifically do in 
mission for the next few 
years? Ponder and pray this 
and be ready to offer what 
you hear when the time come 
in these next few months.  
 

STAFFING 
By God’s leading, three people 
have taken up paid roles within 
our mission. Through these 
people and all of us who are 
here at St Petri,  we will 
significantly increase our ability 
to do ministry and develop our 
mission opportunities and 
effectiveness.  
One is Sue Vogt who will work 
with families through the Family 
Centre (Community And Family 
Encourager—CAFÉ) and be a 
bridge for them into the life of 
the gospel in our congregation. 
Another is Maureen Turner 
who will fulfill the Parish 
Secretary Role with Rosie 
Edwards for 14 hours per week. 
Carol Voigt will be Assistant to 
the St Petri Pastor for 20 hours 
per week.  
 
WORSHIP 
The Lord continues to gather us 
in his presence and give his 
gifts of grace to us week-by-
week.  
Thanks to the vision and 
generosity of our people, we 
have been able to install a new 
hearing assistance system 
and a new data projection 

system that has enhanced our 
worship life. Thanks to Greg 
Edwards for overseeing this 
process 
 
CARE 
Our mid-week Holy Communion 
Service continues to meet the 
needs of some of people in a fine 
way. Our Seniors Visitation 
Team is diligently serving those 
over 70 with great enthusiasm and 
care.  
We are still working on inviting 
some suitably mature and gifted 
people to strengthen our word and 
sacrament ministry to seniors.  
I try to pastorally care for various 
people at various times as best I 
can given our staffing constraints 
and the demand of pastoral 
leadership.  
 
NURTURE 

It may be that we will not have the 
“space” in our busy congregational 
life to run another congregational 
wide learning experience like ‘The 
Prodigal God’ this year because of 
our responding to that question,  
mentioned previously about God’s 
specific leading for St Petri.  

We plan to gather people in large 
and small setting to talk about this 
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St Petri is a larger sized congregation and so 

is quite different to a smaller congregation. 

St Petri might be seen as a congregation with lots 
of options in mission. Congregations our size; 

 have the resources and the needs to employ 

staff other then a single Pastor.  

 Are less centred on the pastor’s time, skills 

and personality but more centred on 
empowering lay people to take up roles of 
service within all the areas of congregational 
life. 

 Are congregations in which the pastor is less 

able to meet one-on-one people in 
pastoral visitation and more engaged in 
overall pastoral leadership and vision/
direction setting. 

 Have the ability to significantly impact 

the local community (all congregations 
can do this but the large congregation can 
do this in different ways) 

 Need to work hard at also “being 

smaller” in terms of helping people find 
friendship, belonging and biblical teaching 
in smaller settings.  

WHO we ARE—The Larger Church 

 Police Chaplain—I am in the 
process of being authorized to 
be the Chaplain to Police in the 
Nuriootpa area. 

 Redeemer Board—Earlier this 
year I was appointed pastor to 
the Board of Redeemer Lutheran 
School.  

 Parish Council have authorized 
the purchase of a colour 
photocopier that has arrived 
and is working well.  

 Preached at Infusion—it was 
great to be invited to proclaim 
the gospel in the area of 
Marriage for the gathering of 
young people at Infusion on 
Sunday June 2.  

 For the next three years, I will 
remain a member of LCA 
Commission on Worship.  

 Lutheran media Ministry—Face 
to Face program. I take my turn 
on a roster to write and present 
short radio spots for Face to 
Face.  

 I participated in a Lead Pastors 
Retreat: This was a small 
gathering of Pastors serving in 
larger LCA context in May. It 
was very helpful to share the 
journey of pastoral leadership in 
this larger St Petri context with 
other Pastors who also work 
within that larger church setting.  

Newsy Bits and pray for God’s guidance together. This will take some time and focus 
up until our November AGM. We want to engage everyone in and around 
St Petri to participate in this process, and so, we believe this is important 
enough to shift our next learning experience to early 2014.  

We have just begun to speak about further developing our small groups 
ministry and plan to continue that conversation. Some of our groups are 
trying the “Sermon Based” small groups, way of running their group, 
where the actual content for the group gathering is the previous weeks’ 
sermon (with suitable conversation starters provided with the sermon). So 
far this has been well received by these groups.  

We have not been able to establish something specifically for our children 
under the age of 12 on Sunday Mornings. So, it is back to the drawing 
board on this. We do need to help our children engage in conversations 
and teaching of the Faith on Sunday mornings. We will find a way.  

Confirmation has begin with a smaller group of seven young people 
(Ebenezer and Neukirch are running their own group separately). Five of our 9-
12 year olds have begun their preparation for being admitted to Holy 
Communion.   

Junior Youth (year’s 5-7) and Sparkz (High Schoolers—sometimes 
including Confirmation kids) are running on various Friday nights and we 
have also had three Family Nights where families of all aged children/
young people gathered for fun, fellowship and faith input.  

Eight people new, or reconnecting with St Petri participated in St Petri 
Foundations—a short seminar on becoming a member of St Petri, on 
Sunday June 2. There will be a rite of welcome done for these people 
some time in the near future.  
 
WITNESS 
Redeemer and Faith 
We continue to support both schools financially. I continue to give what 
time I can to both, although my focus needs to be more with Redeemer. I 
have enjoyed leading a couple of class discussions with various year 
levels at Redeemer and supporting some staff when possible.  

It has been suggested that we host a “baptism information evening” at 
Redeemer this year. We also have talked about hosting “The Prodigal 
God” learning experience on school campus too.  
 

The Scene Continued …  
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“as has been said, 
the church of Jesus 
Christ would be like 

Noah’s ark: the 
stench inside would 
be unbearable if it 

weren’t for the 
storm outside” 
- Charles Colson - 

“Being the Body” 

Around the Church 

 Outgoing President, Mike 
Semmler will be farewelled 
Sunday June 30 at 3.00pm in 
the Brenton Langbein Centre. I 
am part of the music team for 
this Service.  

 N e w  B i s h o p ,  J o h n 
Henderson, will be installed 
as the LCA’s first ever Bishop 
at a Service being held at St 
Michael’s in Hahndorf on 
Sunday July 14, 2.30pm.  Our 
Chairman, Stuart Roennfeldt 
will represent St Petri at the 
Service.  

 The SA/NT District has 
written to all congregations 
seeking their input on what the 
priorities should be for the 
District given the current 
difficult financial constraints. 
The Church Council is 
responding to this request.  

 The LCA has released a new 
modern sung version of the 
Holy Communion Service 
called “Five Song of Faith”. 
We may introduce this 
gradually at the 8.30am 
Service in 2014. 

 Pastor Rodney Witmitz, 
former Pastor at St Petri and 
serving in the Mid North has 
taken the Call to serve with the 
people of Bunbury in WA.  

 Pastor Rob Voigt continues to 
serve the congregations of 
Port Pirie and Crystal brook on 
a part-time basis. 

 
The Cottage 
Ruth Murton has tendered her resignation as Cottage Manager. We 
thank Ruth for her faithful service on our behalf. The Committee are in 
the process of appointing a Manager.  
 
As a result of the Review of the Cottage that David MacArthur did for 
Church Council in March/April, it is clear that the Cottage has been 
running at a slight loss. Church Council believe that this is acceptable 
at this stage because the Cottage is a valuable mission witness in our 
community. Council have no plans to close the Cottage, but rather 
see it as a part of our mission activity for the foreseeable future.  
 
Family Centre 
Various gathering of parents and/or children are regularly taking place 
each week in the Family Centre. There are young mothers and 
toddlers groups, Parenting Toolbox courses and plenty of one on one 
support taking place. So much so that there are waiting lists for some 
things and the need to begin to use the Hall for some gatherings of 
local families. 
 
Lutheran Community Care have settled into their new facility and 
we have every intention to support them and work with them in caring 
for people in our community. It is hoped that we can hold joint staff 
devotions from time to time.  
 
FELLOWSHIP 
Our “Give the First 5” morning tea conversations have been a great 
success helping people get reacquainted and being more welcoming 
of visitors. Well done!! I 
encourage you to continue to 
use this little name as an 
“excuse” to be bold with 
people you know and people 
you don’t to help make our 
Sunday mornings even more 
hospitable for everyone 
present and build a reputation 
and character of being a 
“welcoming’ church.  
 
Buildings Redevelopment:  
Plans for the addition of a large back patio and appropriate ground 
covering at the rear of the Family Centre, and for the children’s area 
between the Family Centre and Schild House are being fully 
developed for dissemination to everyone. The goal is to establish a 
family-friendly fellowship area. To complete this project will require 
some allocation of significant funds. It is believed that we will gain 
some funding from other sources for this project.  
 
Church Council have decided to re-paint the Hall and the Vestry 
and Flower Room —all at very low cost to the church.  
 
PARISH CELEBRATION 
We will be joining together with all of our fellow parish people of 
Neukirch, Ebenezer and Holy Trinity for a joint celebration Service 
of thanksgiving on Sunday September 29 in 2013,   
 
In Jesus’ name.  

Pastor Adrian 

The Scene Continued …  


