
June 2012 | Ministry Focus and news from Pastor Adrian 

Unity In Christ 

It seems that the number one characteristic of what is happening 
among us at St Petri is the strengthening of unity by God’s Spirit. My 
sense of how things are is that people are generally enjoying and 
wanting this stronger unity as we go about the task of fulfilling God’s 
mission to seek and save people in Christ. We seem to believe that we 
really do need each other as we walk together into God’s future at St 
Petri.  
 
This is true. We do need each other!  

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 
..........For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

(Psalm 133) 

It is my prayer that we do all we can to strive for and practice this unity 
of the Spirit the Lord is giving us. We do this by doing what St Paul 
encourages us to do… 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace                   (Ephesians 4:2-3) 

 
As we practice patience, forbearance in self-giving love to each other, 
we can trust that the Lord will bless our activities, worship, study of the 
Word, teaching of the young, and fellowship shared in his mission.  
 

Peace.       Pastor Adrian 

St Petri coming together   

June 10 
After God’s Heart Sunday 
Series 

June 24 
Special General Meeting 

July 5-8 
Pastors Conference & SA/NT 
District Convention 

July 8-13 

Barossa Christian Life Week 

July 29 

Prodigal God—a 6 week 
congregation wide teaching 
focus 

Sep 9 
Redeemer School Combined 
Service and picnic 

Mark Your  
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The Scene 

The gift of  unity… 
I value unity because I believe we learn truth from each other in 

this process. Rowan Williams English theologian 

Unity in things Necessary, Liberty in things Unnecessary, and 

Charity in all.  Richard Baxter  English pastor 
 

“Unity to be real must stand the severest strain without breaking” 
           Mahatma Ghandi 
 

 

LEADERSHIP 
Our leadership group at St 
Petri are working together to 
attend to all the matters that 
need constant care as well as 
always trying to keep one eye 
on the overall direction we 
undertake in mission.  
There has been much 
dialogue about how best to 
organize and focus our very 
active congregation so that 
we are all heading in the 
same direction under our 
agreed mission: To be “a 
celebrating people, sharing 
the love and hope of Jesus 
with everyone”. Monthly 
Ministry Team, Admin Team 
and Church Council meetings 
are carried out with this 
mission as primary in all we 
decide and plan to do.  
 
WORSHIP 
There has been great 
feedback on the direction, 
style and participation in our 
worship services, especially 
as a result of the Ministry 
Team leading the Combined 
Service back in April!  
We plan to do more of this 

kind of lay leader participation 
in our worship services. We 
believe it is good for this to 
happen for a number of 
reasons. Of course, all is 
done under the authority of 
the Pastor, and yet with more 
participation by others so that 
worship at St Petri is a richer 
texture of our people’s stories. 
 
Our musicians in both 
Services are doing a great job 
of helping us sing our faith 
together. The early Service 
musicians are helping me 
choose hymns and songs and 
enjoying playing the organ 
and keyboard. The late 
Service music leaders and I 
are working together to figure 
out how to help more people 
lead, more people play more 
often so that 10.30 worship 
music is diverse and fun, as 
well as encouraging and 
meaningful for faith.  
  
CARE 
We have wonderful people 
who do so much in the area of 
caring for people—particularly 
of those over 70 in our 

congregation.  
 
We see the need to 
strengthen this vital area of 
our mission and we will be 
working with our current 
leaders in this area to work 
out how we can do this so 
that our ministry remains 
strong and effective into the 
future.  
 
GROUPS 
We have a lot of these!! So 
far I have managed to get a 
round to some of our 
groups—some big, some 
small.  
 
I have enjoyed being with the 
Grumpy Men and their 
monthly breakfast. I have 
been to a couple of our home 
groups. I have been a regular 
at Shed Happens. It was fun 
playing a song at Hoot. I have 
enjoyed leading devotions at 
Ladies Guild and even 
popped my head into the 
“Bling Night” that the 
Branching Out group hosted. 
That was definitely a ladies 
only thing!  
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http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rowanwilli219432.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/richardbax192798.html


There is a growing awareness of and will 
to further develop our ministry with young 
people and their families at St Petri. At the 
moment we have our Junior Youth (9-
12’s), Sparkz (high schoolers) and our 
Confirmation teens gathering variously 
through school terms.  
 
We believe we need to help our young 
people gather more so that they can share 
more of their lives, their questions and 

their faith. We also believe the Faith 
Inkubator (Head to Heart) resource is an 
excellent resource around which to 
structure our ministry.  
 
Key leaders will be meeting over the 
months of this year to talk through how we 
might develop a more integrated approach 
to helping our young people grow together 
in faith and love as they journey on to 
adulthood.  

Our young people and their families  

It is no secret that St Petri has 
operated with a way of doing 
Confirmation that a lot of LCA 
(and American Lutheran) 
churches have engaged in that 
has proven now to be 
ineffective in helping our young 
people stay connected to the 
church.  
 
Many Lutheran (and other) 
churches have changed the way 
they go about helping young 
people find ways of both talking 
about their faith and learning the 
faith of the church as they go 
through the “interesting” teenage 
season of life.  
 
The key thing to try and do is get 
the “graduation” idea completely 
removed from that special rite we 
call Confirmation. That moment 
where a young person publically 
affirms their own faith in God , 
Father, Son and Spirit is special, 
but is only a moment in a life-long 
journey of living in and learning the 
faith of God’s church.  
 
We will be thinking this through at 
St Petri and the way we work with 
our children and teenagers and 
their families will look different in 
the future.    
                 continued over page... 

Getting the 
“Graduation” out of 

Confirmation 

We think the challenge is to encourage our groups to keep doing what 
they do and remain open to new comers so that our groups always are 
places of welcome for people new to St Petri.  
 
NURTURE 
The Ministry Team is planning to host a special 6 week congregation 
wide experience beginning in late July and going through August to 
early September. It is called “The Prodigal God”. There will much 
more information coming to you soon. It will be an opportunity for all 
groups and anyone at St Petri to engage in a weekly conversation 
around the Word and share fellowship with others.  
 
FAMILY CENTRE 
Things are progressing on the fit out of Gersch House and the 
establishment of our planned Family Support Centre. In partnership 
with Lutheran Community Care we will be reaching into many people’s 
lives with the gospel as this centre provides practical care for parents 
and children right on our doorstep (literally!). I can’t wait for the centre 
to be opened later this year and for St Petri to get to work with LCC 
supporting families in all kinds of ways for the sake of sharing the love 
and hope of Jesus with everyone.  
 
CARING FOR EACH OTHER— BEING SAFE 
You may have noticed various “keep safe” signs appearing around the 
Church campus and notices on the screen prior to worship lately. This 
is all part of the ongoing work of ensuring that St Petri is place where 
people are looked out for and looked after.  
 
There will be more to seen and heard on this this year as we attend to 
the many aspects of ensuring people are safe when gathering at St 
Petri.  
 
GIVING 
With our Special General Meeting coming up on Sunday June 24, the 
congregation will hear that we need to consider our giving to the Lord 
and his mission. There are two things we need to ask you; 
 

The Scene Continued …  
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How good and 
pleasant it is when 
God’s people live 
together in unity! 
..........For there 
the LORD bestows 
his blessing, even 
life forevermore.  
    (Psalm 133) 

Sunday’s coming up 

Around the District 
 I am looking forward to heading up to Alice Spring on July 5-8 

for the SA/NT District Pastors Conference and 
Convention. The theme for this and for the LCA trienium 
beginning in 2013 is “Where Love Comes to Life”.  

 Several St Petri leaders and myself attended the SA/NT 
Mission Departments “Mission Day” at Tanunda back in 
April. We have invited Dr Steen Olsen and Nevin Nitschke to 
run the same excellent Day at St Petri. The date set down in 
Sunday November 4th. It will be a very encouraging day for 
us.  

 There will be a 4 day training conference run by the Faith 
Inkubators Australia people in Adelaide on September 10-
13. We plan to send as many of our people involved with this 
ministry as possible.  

 

Things that will help us help our 
children and young people talk 
about, learn and benefit from their 
faith in Jesus as they grow up from 
aged 10 to 18….. 
 Being admitted to the Lord’s 

Table when they are in late 
primary school (not at the end of 
Confirmation). 

 Having a family devotional 
resource that is easy to use and 
based on sharing daily life. (Faith 
talk at home with the family not 
just at church or school). 

 Being part of a regular gathering 
of peers with parents in the 
background helping, young adult 
mentors encouraging,  modeling 
and teaching the faith from ages 
10 to 18 where there is always the 
content of the Faith (Bible and 
Small Catechism) as well as lots of 
relationship building time. 

 Participation in regular Public 
worship with the whole church. 

 Going through a short, intensive 
preparation for a Rite of 
Confirmation when they are 
ready as part of this whole longer 
journey of faith. 

 With the support of parents, 
children, young people and young 
mentors St Petri we will be 
heading down this path over time.  

Getting the “Graduation” 
out of Confirmation 

Continued... 

1. Consider using Regular Electronic Giving (REG), and  
2. Consider increasing your regular planned giving.  
 
WHY? 
1. Mission costs money 
2. The Lord asks for our first fruits, not our left-overs. So we need to 

plan our giving and give regularly to his work.  
3. We are developing our mission at St Petri and so more will be 

required of us to keep on fulfilling our mission in Jesus’ name.  
4. God loves it when we cheerfully give of ourselves, time and 

resources for his purposes. 
 
Peace to you in Jesus’ name.  
 

Pastor Adrian 

The Scene Continued …  


